
 

 

Cranmer Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Map 

Nursery 

(Note: Children may attend Nursery from September to July (3 terms) or January to July (5 terms) or April to July (4 terms) therefore pupils will meet the 

developmental stages through the teaching & experiences offered as appropriate to the chronological age and stage of development at which they are 

working. 

Intent: 

Our Intent is our curriculum, our plan of what we are going to teach. The EYFS (Educational Programmes) provides the curriculum framework that we have 

built upon to decide the skills, knowledge & attributes we aim for children who attend our school to learn and develop at various determined points across 

the Seven Areas of Learning. In Nursery this heavily focuses on the Prime Areas of Learning and in particular both on children’s Communication and Language 

needs as well as their Personal and Social development to provide strong foundations in these areas, with support put in place quickly for those identified as 

requiring it.   Our curriculum aims to be met through a balance of child-initiated and adult-led learning – a hybrid educational approach; bringing together 

the best methodologies with carefully planned continuous provision and an enabling environment that evolves to meet the needs of our cohort. Throughout 

their time in our EYFS children will build the foundations for lifelong learning; where they learn to be confident, resilient, curious, independent, social, 

questioning and happy children. The children are supported to develop in their characteristics of effective learning through praise and encouragement at 

trying new activities & experiences, developing focus, concentration & enjoyment, and supporting their ideas, thinking and strategies.  Cultural Capital is 

supported by providing children with an environment and curriculum of ‘mirrors and windows’ where children can see themselves represented and valued; 

creating a sense of belonging to the school community as well broadening children’s development ideas, experiences and opportunities to see and succeed in 

the wider world in which they live.       

Implementation: 

“Play creates conditions for children to test the world, to make sense of it, to grow the skills needed to communicate, to negotiate and express their inner 

selves” (Greg Botrrill – Can I go and Play Now?) 

Children learn when playing freely in well-resourced environments, with adults sometimes intervening sensitively and when adults show children how to do 

things by modelling, introducing them to new experiences and words. Children have long uninterrupted opportunities to play and children’s interests and 

ideas are followed. Children are taught in small groups to allow for back and forth interactions and where needed 1:1 situations to support their individual 

needs. “Sustained Shared thinking rests on the foundations of play. Play is the most potent context for children to develop their communication & 

collaboration. Through engagement with literature, Nursery Rhymes and songs, children become increasingly component, socially & culturally. Play is also a 

powerful context for children to develop their metacognition and self-regulation” (Julian Grenier Putting the EYFS Curriculum into Practice).      



Communication & Language Development 

Educational Programme: 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the 
foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich 

environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added; practitioners will build 
children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 

extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, 
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable 

using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures 
    

Intended 
Learning  

● Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 

● Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult 

● Use a wider range of vocabulary. 

● Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 

● Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” 

● Sing a large repertoire of songs. 

● Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story 

● Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ or 

‘swam’. 

● Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: - some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh - multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, 

‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’ 

● Use longer sentences of four to six words. 

● Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 

● Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 

● Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 

Activities to 
support this  

Children build relationships quickly with adults and other children through the secure starts to life in Nursery and supportive transitions.  
Daily story and song times (including 8 rhyme challenge & sharing Nursery rhymes with parents) in groups & sharing stories in book corners 

/ across the areas of provision. 
Children are encouraged to listen to adults and each other – explicitly showing children what good listening looks like. 



Introducing new vocabulary and revisiting new words regularly and in both real life & different contexts as well as through interesting and 
exciting experiences (curiosity cube, utilising the school grounds, real life experiences & in planning). 

Ask and model answering questions in play. Using open questions such as “I wonder…?” / Recasting and expanding on children’s sentences 
(Staff trained in ShREC approach). / Book corners, enabling environments and P4C sessions  /    Communication interventions 

NURSERY GOAL  Listen and Respond  
Personal Social and Emotional Development 

Educational Programme: 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. 

Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable 
children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set 

themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and 
guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other 
children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can 

achieve at school and in later life. 
 

Intended 
Learning  

● Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested 

to them 

● Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

● Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting 

● Show more confidence in new social situations. 

● Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.  

● Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. 

● Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.  

● Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them. 

● Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  

● Talk with others to solve conflicts.  

● Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’ 

● Understand gradually how others might be feeling. 



● Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly. 

● Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.- 

Activities to 
support this  

Transition arrangements and Key Person system, relationships, supporting interests and knowing individuals.  
Praise & encouragement, support & guidance of children in exploring the areas of provision in Nursery.  

Adults encourage good hygiene measures, teaching independence skills such as handwashing and supporting children in how to manage 
their own care needs.  

Reading stories with PSED themes and social stories. P4C sessions explaining and model rules and expectations for behaviour, co-regulation 
and modelling conflict resolution (please stop it I don’t like it). Zones of Regulation / OT Alert Programme. 

The enabling environment supporting self-selection. Taking children on walks around the school & meeting visitors (care home visits). 
Familiar home corner and relatable experiences, talking to children about their own everyday experiences.      

NURSERY GOAL  Developed Sense of Self  
Physical Development 

Educational Programme: 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop 

incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, coordination and positional awareness through 
tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can 
support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, coordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing 

healthy bodies and social and emotional wellbeing. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye coordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and 
varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, 

allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 
 

Intended 
Learning  

● Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.  

● Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.  

● Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.  

● Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks 

● Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.  

● Increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm 

● Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, 

depending on its length and width. 



● Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel. 

● Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 

● Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  

● Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.  

● Show a preference for a dominant hand. 

● Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 

Activities to 
support this  

Bike & Scooter play. Large loose parts and construction, obstacle courses. Climbing Frame.   
Games equipment – skill use and development. Teachers describing & introducing related vocabulary. 

Adults skillfully encourage combinations and sequence of movements.  
Adults supporting and encouraging safe use of physical skills and apparatus.  

Opportunities to run, jump, climb, balance, hop. 
Mark making on a large scale and working on vertical surfaces (crossing the midline)    

Mark making. Fine motor activities, tool use and daily playdough use.  

NURSERY GOAL  Challenge Themselves 
 

Literacy Development 

Educational Programme: 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 
(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-

fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation 
of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 

(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

 

Intended 
Learning  

● Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have different purposes - we read English text from left to right and 

from top to bottom - the names of the different parts of a book - page sequencing 

● Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes - count or clap syllables in a word - recognise words with the 

same initial sound, such as money and mother 

● Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary 



● Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; 

writing ‘m’ for mummy.  

● Write some or all of their name 

● Write some letters accurately 

Activities to 
support this  

Visual Timetables / Now & Next  
Adults model handling of books, way to hold, directional print, parts of a book, turning pages 

Little Wandle Foundations for Phonics activities (Tuning into sounds and oral blending games)  
Daily phonics adult directed carpet times  

Environmental Print - Little Wandle picture cards / phase 1 phonics displays  
Reading for pleasure both in book corners, inside and outside, related books in areas of provision and individually, as groups and as a class at certain times 

of the day.    
Boogie Mites songs / Nursery rhymes and songs. 

Phonological awareness skills when playing with words, modelling good listening and throughout play. 
Daily reading small group sessions 

Mark making and writing provision at table and in areas of provision including outside,  props for stories / story mapping / drawings for stories 
Manipulative area activities, Fine motor activities, tool use, name cards and name writing practice. 

Puppets / role play / small world / taking on characters from stories and own narratives, Construction- creating story settings (including in sand & water) 
Language Rich environment with adults  

ShREC approach used by adults (Shared, Repeat expand & Conversation)  
Free use of book corners, listening boxes and story props 

NURSERY GOAL  Enjoy books 
Mathematical Development  

Educational Programme: 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count 

confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and 
varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and ten-frames for organising counting - children will 

develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities 
for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive 
attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be 

afraid to make mistakes. 

   

Intended 
Learning  

● Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).  



● Recite numbers past 5.  

● Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

● Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  

● Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  

● Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 

● Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.  

● Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.  

● Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

● Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: 

‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

● Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.  

● Describe a familiar route.  

● Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

● Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity. 

● Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof, etc.  

● Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle, etc. 

● Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like 

‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’, etc.  

● Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf.  

● Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern.  

● Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then... 

Activities to 
support this  

Sand play and Water tray (both indoors and outside). 
Number and maths areas (inc 5 frames and natural objects)  

Role play – clocks, recipes, money & till, measuring, scales, size language,  
Puzzles and games 

Car mats and vehicles, display of children’s journeys to school and photographs of features in the local area.  



Positional and directional language when outside on obstacle course, climbing frame, sand pit, likes etc.  
Counting objects and actions and sounds / rote counting 

Wooden bricks, Construction and shape based toys and resources 
Picture books with maths focus (Jaspers beanstalk, Handas Hen, How Big is a Million, Rosie’s Walk, My Mum and Dad make me Laugh, Mouse 

Shapes, Mouse Count, and many more) 
Maths songs and rhymes, clapping patterns 

Using sequencing (now / next & visual timetable, routine songs) instructions using ordinal words.  
Maths Meetings and daily calendar 

Adult led maths focus sessions both inside and outside. 

NURSERY GOAL  Explore Mathematical Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World 

Educational Programme: 



Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences 
increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society, such as police 
officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, 

socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding 
across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 

Intended Learning  
● Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  

● Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.  

● Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 

● Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 

● Show interest in different occupations. 

● Explore how things work. 

● Plant seeds and care for growing plants.  

● Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.  

● Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things 

● Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 

● Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice 

● Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 

● Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

Activities to 
support this  

(NC Links with Computing)  Introduction to technology in toys -buttons and cause and effect / electrical toys, technology in play - pretend 
microwave, phones and  walkie talkies, introduction to use of ICT within classroom working phones, computers, Ipads, cameras, introduction to 

IWB - using to watch, play games, listen to music and as a source of information (paint programmes) 
(NC Links with Geography & RE) People who help us topic (emergency) and discussions.  Playing with small world, maps (displayed, books, globes 
and floor). Playful maps - pirate treasure maps, fairy tale - 3 pigs, goldilocks etc. Small world transport (types) and car mats. Homes and houses 

(displayed, books & built), people and dolls (varying cultures and dress). Dressing up clothes needed for different seasons & weather and of 
different cultural heritage. Cooking in the home corner (varying types of pots / packaging). Music & Musical instruments - some from other 

countries from around the world. Positional language on the play equipment outside. How we get to school / routes to school. Handas Surprise and 
other books with differences between life in the UK and other countries. Adults discussing children’s own lives, places they have visited, 

celebrations & festivals they participate in. Thinking about & discussing ‘special people’, ‘special things’ and ‘special places’. Dressing up clothes & 
home corner objects to reflect different cultures, faiths & celebrations. Teaching & discussions about Key Festivals relating to the cohort of the 



children (Chinese New Year, Ramadan, Eid, Diwali, Easter, Christmas etc). Talking with children about similarities and differences - adults modelling 
sensitivity & respect, participation in school cultural week events and Black History Month.  

(NC Links with Science) Grouping & playing with small world animals according to their habitats - e.g jungle animals and sealife, farms etc. 
Discussions about seasonal changes & weather when outside making kites on windy days, collecting rain in containers.. Curiosity Cube (themed 

to the rhythms of the year / topics or children's interests), sand water and other marble materials eg. Cornflour. Explore natural objects and 
mud kitchen. Changing states of matter - melting ice.  Observing and looking after class fish. Gardening area and focused tasks to plant seeds. 
Cooking - Pancakes & Milkshakes, fruit kebabs. Related stories - going on a bear hunt, seasons, animals, all about me topics. Related songs and 

activities to parts of the body - head shoulders knees and toes. Participation in  STEM week.  
(NC links to History) Family Photos on Display. Castles, knights, kings, queens, prince & princess, own personal timeline - All about Me topic, 

related national or local cultural events - Queen’s Jubilee, King's Coronation etc,  

NURSERY GOAL  Be Curious  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Educational Programme: 
 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage 
with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial 

for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

 
 

Intended Learning  
● Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar.  

● Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, etc.  

● Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 

● Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.  

● Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  

● Join different materials and explore different textures. 

● Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.  

● Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details.  

● Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.  

● Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc 

● Explore colour and colour-mixing. 

● Listen with increased attention to sounds.  

● Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

● Remember and sing entire songs.  

● Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).  



● Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.  

● Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 

● Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

Activities to 
support this  

Junk modelling - combining media and materials, making representations, 
College - exploring properties of materials, types of paper, ways to fix and joining - pva glue, glue sticks and masking & sticky tape. 

Painting on Easels - ready mix paint - short handled thick brushes 
Media use - crayons, pens, pencils, chalks 
Free use of tools (scissors, pens, brushes) 

Working with playdough using hands & fingers as well as tool use (Cutters, cupcake holder, modelling tools) 
Outside chalking on ground 

Outside working on vertical surfaces - chalkboard / easels / vertical whiteboards 
Painting with water outside 

Modelling of drawing during carpet times and in child initiated 
Modelling of specific skills during adult led tasks (specifically teaching a technique such as printing (Potato / stamps) 

Supporting children with their ideas - both thought processes as well as skills in art techniques 
Teaching of colour names, supporting exploration of colour mixing with paint 

Large Wooden blocks and loose part planks outside 
Small wooden blocks and other construction materials inside (magnetic shapes, duplo, knex etc) 

making of percussion instruments in junk modelling 
Free use of Percussion Instruments 

Outdoor music - CD player  
Music as part of routines and transitions 

Teaching of and singing rhymes and songs 
Teaching of Songs for Christmas shows (Performed) 

Listening to and singing of songs related to phonics (Boogie Mites) 
Phonological awareness activities  - Rhyme / Body Percussion / Voice sounds / Instrumental Sounds  

Listening to and singing of songs related to topics 

NURSERY GOAL  Express Themselves   
 


