
 

 

Cranmer Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Map 

RECEPTION   

Intent: 

Our Intent is our curriculum, our plan of what we are going to teach. The EYFS (Educational Programmes) provides the curriculum framework that we have 

built upon to decide the skills, knowledge & attributes we aim for children who attend our school to learn and develop at various determined points across 

the Seven Areas of Learning. In Reception this builds upon the Prime Areas of Learning and increasingly focuses on the Specific Areas of Learning but with a 

particular continued emphasis on children’s Communication and Language needs. Priority is given to developing children’s early maths and literacy with a 

robust approach to the teaching of phonics and application to early reading development.   Our curriculum aims to be met through a balance of child-

initiated and adult-led learning – a hybrid educational approach; bringing together the best methodologies with carefully planned continuous provision and 

an enabling environment that evolves to meet the needs of our cohort. Throughout their time in our EYFS children will build the foundations for lifelong 

learning; where they learn to be confident resilient, curious, independent, social, questioning and happy children. The children are supported to develop in 

their characteristics of effective learning through praise and encouragement at trying new activities & experiences, developing focus, concentration & 

enjoyment, and supporting their ideas, thinking and strategies. Cultural Capital is supported by providing children with an environment and curriculum of 

‘mirrors and windows’ where children can see themselves represented and valued; creating a sense of belonging to the school community as well 

broadening children’s development ideas, experiences and opportunities to see and succeed in the wider world in which they live.           

Implementation: 
“Play creates conditions for children to test the world, to make sense of it, to grow the skills needed to communicate, to negotiate and express their inner 

selves” (Greg Botrrill – Can I go and Play Now?) 
Children learn when playing freely in well-resourced environments, with adults sometimes intervening sensitively and when adults show children how to do 

things by modelling, introducing them to new experiences and words. Children have long uninterrupted opportunities to play. “Sustained Shared thinking 
rests on the foundations of play. Play is the most potent context for children to develop their communication & collaboration. Through engagement with 

literature, Nursery Rhymes and songs, children become increasingly component, socially & culturally. Play is also a powerful context for children to develop 
their metacognition and self-regulation” (Julian Grenier Putting the EYFS Curriculum into Practice).      

Reception structures their day with short 15-20 min carpet times of teacher directed activities. There are 4 of these a day which include; phonics, maths, 
English (shared reading & writing) and they incorporate other curriculum areas such as EAD, UTW and P4C. Once all of the GPCs are taught in the 2nd half of 
the summer term the ‘review & new learning’ part of the phonics lesson is combined with the ‘application to reading & writing’ part in order to make one 

carpet time session and ‘Drawing Club’ can be taught additionally. The children in Reception also participate in a reading practice session 3 times a week in 
groups and selected children complete interventions and small group work to meet their individual needs such as phonics keep up, blending groups, speech 

and language targets, colourful semantics, Gold Class Tray work and occupational theory sessions.       



Communication & Language Development 
 

Educational Programme: 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the 
foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich 

environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added; practitioners will build 
children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 

extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, 
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable 

using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures 
 

Intended Learning  
● Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 

● Learn new vocabulary 

● Use new vocabulary through the day. 

● Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. 

● Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

● Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives 

● Describe events in some detail. 

● Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen 

● Develop social phrases 

● Engage in story times 

● Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 

● Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words. 

● Use new vocabulary in different contexts 

● Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

● Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

● Engage in non-fiction books. 



● Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 

Activities to 
support this  

(In addition to the 
enabling environment,  

quality of adults 
interactions and breadth 

of experiences as 
outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)     

Show and Tell 
Describe their route to 

school  
Introduced to new 

vocabulary for 
routines, parts of the 
day, equipment and 

resources.  
Talk about a recent 

experience in ‘Sharing 
their news’  

Understand what 
‘Good Listening’ looks 

like in Reception. 
Take pictures books to 

share at home.  
Encourage talking to 
visitors about their 

learning  
Introduction of 
Curiosity Cubes  
Introduction of 

Listening Links (music)  

Subject specific voacb 
 (See knowledge 

organisers - names of 
religious groups, 

places of worship, 
special books, festival 

names and related 
artefacts)  

Opportunities to talk 
about a celebration 

they have participated 
in (e.g relgious or 

birthday)  
Learn to work in talk 

partners (Maths)  
Introduction to P4C 

lessons  
Participation in Anti 

bullying week  

 

Traditional story language  
New vocabulary relating to stories (see 

knowledge organisers - Mill, Wheat, Giant, bean 
, straw, ginger etc)  
Repeated refrains 
Re-telling stories 

Story props  
Character hot seating.  

 

 

Observe and comment on 
changes to caterpillars 

Ask questions  
Make predictions 

Subject specific vocab  
(see knowledge organisers – 

names of minibests, 
processes, etc)  

 

Elaborating on ideas  
Rich range of vocab  
Language structures 

Narratives  
Speaking in their Class 

Assembly  
 

EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

LISTENING,ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING: Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. • Make 

comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. • Hold conversation when engaged 
in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

SPEAKING: Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary. • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, 

nonfiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. • Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support 

from their teacher. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

Educational Programme: 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. 

Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable 
children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set 

themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and 
guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other 
children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can 

achieve at school and in later life. 
 

Intended Learning 
(In addition to the 

enabling environment,  
quality of adults 

interactions and breadth 
of experiences as 

outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)      

● See themselves as a valuable individual. 

● Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

● Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

● Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 

● Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

● Think about the perspectives of others. 

● Manage their own needs. - personal hygiene 

● Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing; - regular physical activity - healthy eating - 

toothbrushing - sensible amounts of ‘screen time’ - having a good sleep routine - being a safe pedestrian 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 



Activities to 
support this  

Sharing ‘All About Me’ 
Books completed at 

home.  
Talking about 
themselves. 

Class expectations and 
reward systems  

 Building relationships 
P4C lessons  

PANTs Rule Assembly 
Introduction to human 

lifecycles changes 
from baby to child / 

adult 
Teach healthy habits in 

relation to oral 
hygiene, eating 

sleeping, screen time 
and physical exercise  

Types of families 
through picture books  

Noticing and 
commenting on 
similarities and 

differences between 
themselves and 

others.  
Recognising feelings  

Christmas 
Performance 

Teaching E safety 
Developing 

understanding about 
dressing appropriately 

for the weather 

Developing positive sense of self and confidence 
in abilities – hot seating 

Cooking activities – opportunity to reinforce 
good hygiene procedures  

 

Healthy Eating 
Model good practice for 
hygiene when handling 

minibeasts  
Understanding how to stay 

safe on a trip out of school – 
being a safe pedestrian 

 

Sun safety   
Set themselves simple goals 

Assembly Performance 
Introduction lesson to 

Jigsaw PSHE scheme (circle 
time, chime bars and 

characters)   
Transition arrangements as 

they move to year one 
(supporting the changes) 

EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

SELF REGULATION: Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly. • Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate 
impulses when appropriate. • Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when 

engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
MANAGING SELF: Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of 

challenge. • Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. • Manage their own basic 
hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food 

choices. 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS: Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. • Form positive attachments to adults 

and friendships with peers. • Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Physical Development 

Educational Programme: 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop 

incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through 
tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can 
support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing 
healthy bodies and social and emotional wellbeing. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated 
and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practise of using small tools, with feedback and support from 

adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 
 

Intended Learning  
● Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor 

● Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

● Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group.  

● Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 

● Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming.  

● Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball. 

● Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

● Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - lining up and queuing - mealtimes 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 



Activities to 
support this 

(In addition to the 
enabling environment,  

quality of adults 
interactions and breadth 

of experiences as 
outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)     

ALSO SEE HANDWRITING 
IN LITERACY SECTION  

Introduced to safe use 
of outdoor apparatus 

and equipment 
Starting PE lessons 
Confidence in using 
outside equipment 

Support for 
understanding 

routines & physical 
expectations in school 

day, lining, sitting, 
using cutlery etc 
Letter formation 
introduced and 

modelled as GPC 
taught in Phase 2. 

Gross motor activities 
for Pre-writing  

Fine motor activities 
focus  

 

Letter family movements  
Pencil control focus  

Introduction of ‘Drawing Club’  

 

Happy, healthy and active 
lifestyles 

Developing apparatus and 
equipment control 
Game development 

Sports Day  

 

EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS: Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. • Demonstrate 
strength, balance and coordination when playing. • Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping 

and climbing. 
FINE MOTOR SKILLS: Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. • 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. • Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Development  

Educational Programme: 
 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 
(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-

fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation 
of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 

(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

 

Intended Learning  
● Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

● Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. 

● Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

● Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 

● Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few 

exception words. 

● Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

● Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

● Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s 



● Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. 

● Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about 
Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure 

Awaits… 
Once Upon a Time… 

Activities to support 

this  
(In addition to the enabling 

environment,  quality of adults 

interactions and breadth of 

experiences as outlined in the 

Nursery Curriculum map these 

activities specifically related to 

the taught topics and rhythms of 

the year)     
 

Key Texts: Once they 
were Giants, 

Genres:  story 
mapping, drawing 

and labelling.  

Key Texts: The 
Gunpowder Plot. 
Deepacks Diwali, 

Kippers Birthday, The 
Nativity  

Genres: Cards, lists,   

Key Texts: Jack & the Beanstalk, The 3 Little 
Pigs, The Gingerbread Man & Jack & the 

Beanstalk  
Genres: narratives, instructions. 

Key Texts: The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, The Bad 

Tempered Lady bird, Mad 
about Minibeast.  

Genres: poetry, non-
fiction, recount of trip  

Key Texts: Whatever Next, 
Look up! 

Genres: narratives  

LITTLE WANDLE 
PHONICS  

ALL YEAR: Daily Phonics 

lessons 
3 x weekly reading practice 

sessions 

 

GPC’s: s a t p i n m d 
g o c k ck e u r h b f l 
Tricky words: is I the 

GPC’s: ff ll ss j v w x y 
z zz qu ch sh th ng nk 
• words with –s /s/ 
added at the end 
(hats sits) • words 
ending in s /z/ (his) 

and with –s /z/ added 
at the end (bags 

sings) 
Tricky Words: put* 

pull* full* as and has 
his her go no to into 
she push* he of we 

me be 

GPC’S: ai ee igh oa oo 
oo ar or ur ow oi ear 
air er • words with 

double letters • 
longer words 

Tricky Words: was 
you they my by all 

are sure pure 

GPC’s: Review Phase 
3 • words with 

double letters, longer 
words, words with 

two or more 
digraphs, words 
ending in –ing, 

compound words • 
words with s /z/ in 
the middle • words 

with –s /s/ /z/ at the 
end • words with –es 

/z/ at the end  
Review all Tricky 

Words  

GPC’s: Short vowels with 
adjacent consonants • 

CVCC CCVC CCVCC CCCVC 
CCCVCC • longer words 
and compound words • 

words ending in suf-xes: –
ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, 

–est 
Tricky Words: said so have 

like some come love do 
were here little says there 
when what one out today 

GPC’s: Phase 3 long vowel 
graphemes with adjacent 
consonants • CVCC CCVC 

CCCVC CCV CCVCC • words 
ending in suf-xes: –ing, –ed 
/t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, –ed /d/ 
–er, –est • longer words 
Review all Tricky Words 

WRI

TIN

G 
Drawi

ng 
Club 
Daily 
from 

Compose Talk to link Ideas 
Writes name by 

memory or copying 
Retell a story with 
correct sequence 

Segment CVC words 
and attempt to write 
using taught sounds  
Decide on label or 

phrase to a company 
a picture 

Retell a story from a 
story map 

Orally compose 2 
word phase and hold 

it in memory 
Develop their own 

storylines & 
narratives 

Begin to map familiar 
stories themselves 

Begin to hold 
captions and short 

phrases in their 
memories with 

increasing 
independence 

Begin to compose a 
sentence with 

support 

Developing ability to 
compose captions and 

short sentences 
independently.  

Independently read back 
writing themselves 

Innovate a familiar story  

 

Compose and write short, 
well-formed sentences 

including a capital letter 
and full stops 

Write for different 
purposes and text types 
Their writing can be read 
by themselves and others 



Spring 
2 

  

Model re-reading 
writing to check it 

makes sense 

 

Begin to read back 
their own writing 

Independently map a 
familiar story 

Write a word or 
phrase in context 

Write a simple 
instruction 

Use story maps to create 
own narratives 

Begin to use and because 
or but to connect ideas 

Spell Blend CVC words 
orally 

Say initial sounds 

Write own name  
Recognise and use 
phase 2 sounds as 
intial sounds for a  

labels  
Write and specll VC 
and CVC words with 

support  

Orally segment Vc 
and CVC possibily 

including some ph3 
diagraphs 

independently 
Write a list   

 

Spell words 
independently using 

phase 2 and some 
phase 3 sounds 

Spell some tricky 
words 

Spell words by drawing on 
knowledge of phase 2/3 
and attempt words with 

phase 4 blends 
Make phonetically 

plausible attempts at ore 
complex or unknown 

words 

Spell words independently 
using phase 2-4  

Spell some tricky words 

 

Handwriting Draw lines & circles  
Form some 

recognisable letters 
Begin to form   

Forms letters in name 
correctly 

Beginning to develop 
a comfortable grip 
Beginning to form 

letters from phase 2  

Write from left to 
write and top to 

bottom 
Retrace verticle lines 

& start to form 
anticlockwise 

formations 
Begin to control 

letter size   

Hold a pencil to form 
recognisable letters 

(lower case)  
Start to form capital 

letters 
Use a comfortable 

pencil grip 

Form most lower case 
letters correctly 

Begin to include spaces 
between words  

Form most capital letters 
correctly 

Begin to use a capital letter 
when needed 

Use a pencil confidently to 
write letters that can be 
clearly recognised and 

form some capital letters 
correctly  

Use some finger spaces 
between words 
independently 

To begin to develop an 
effective handwriting style 

EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

COMPREHENSION: Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. • Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. • 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
and during role play 

WORD READING: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. • Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by sound blending. • Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 

phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
WRITING: Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. • Spell words by identifying sounds in them 
and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. • Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematical Development  

Educational Programme: 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count 

confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and 
varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and ten-frames for organising counting - children will 

develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities 
for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive 
attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be 

afraid to make mistakes. 

 

Intended Learning 
  

● Count objects, actions and sounds 

● Subitise. 

● Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

● Count beyond ten 

● Compare numbers 

● Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 

● Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 

● Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–5 and some to 10. 



● Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to develop spatial reasoning skills. 

● Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can 

● • Continue, copy and create repeating patterns 

● Compare length, weight and capacity 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 

Activities to 
support this  

(In addition to the 
enabling environment,  

quality of adults 
interactions and breadth 

of experiences as 
outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)     

Getting to Know You: 
Class Routines, 

positional language 
and using continuous 
provision resources 
Just Like Me: Match 
and sort, compare 
amounts. Compare 

size, mass, capacity & 
explore pattern. 

Introduction of 3 times 
a week maths 

meetings (Fluency)  

It’s Me 1 2 3: 
Represent, compare 

and composition of 1,2 
& 3 

Circles and Triangles & 
Positional Language 

Light & Dark: 
Representing numbers 

to 5. One more and 
less. Shapes with 4 

sides. Time  
 

Alive in 5: 
Introducing 0, 

Comparing numbers to 
5,  composition of 4 & 

5 
Compare Mass, 

Compare Capacity 
Growing 6, 7 & 8: 

6, 7 & 8 
Combining 3 amounts 

Making pairs 
Links to Maths in 

‘Drawing Club’ 
 

Length, height & time 
Building 9 & 10 

Counting to 9 & 10, 
comparing numbers to 

10, Bonds to 10.  
3D shpaes, special 

awareness & patterns. 

To 20 and Beyond: 
Building numbers beyond 

10, counting patterns 
beyond 10,  

spatial reasoning, match, 
rotate and manipulate 

Find my Pattern: 
Doubling, sharing & 

grouping, even and odd 
Spatial reasoning, compose 

and decompose 
  

First, Then, Now: 
Adding more, taking away 
Spatial reasoning, visualise 

and build 
On the Move: 

Deepening understanding, 
patterns and relationships,  

Spatial reasoning & mapping 

EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

Number: Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. • Subitise (recognise 
quantities without counting) up to 5. • Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number 

bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts 
Numerical Patterns: Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. • Compare quantities up to 

10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. • Explore 
and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be 

distributed equally 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World 

Educational Programme: 
 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences 

increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society, such as police 
officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, 

socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding 
across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 

Intended Learning  
● Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

● Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

● Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

● Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

● Draw information from a simple map 



● Understand that some places are special to members of their community 

● Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

● Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries 

● Explore the natural world around them 

● Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

● Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

● Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 

Activities to 
support this  

(In addition to the 
enabling environment,  

quality of adults 
interactions and breadth 

of experiences as 
outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)     

Seasonal Changes – 
collecting and sorting 
Autumn items in bags  
Talk about own self / 
family /community 
Talk about jobs & 

people who help us 
Different types of 

families books  
Own past (babies & 

how they have 
changed) 

Books looking into 
change over time – 
Window, Once they 
were Giants, Peebo)  
Participation in Black 

History Month 
Humans - body parts, 

internal organs, 
senses, similarities and 

differences 
Maths meeting – daily 

calendar includes 
season and weather   

Others communities, 
faiths, beliefs and 

traditions.  
Characters & Stories 
from the past (Guy 
Fawkes – clothing, 

gunpowder, lanterns, 
buildings etc)   

Teaching E-Safety  

 

Observing changes in the process of baking, 
Growing seeds & beans – parts of a plant & 

conditions for growth  
 STEM week  

Maps based on locations of stories 
Links to Little Red Hen Story -  technology 

processes from the past (mills. flour)   
Comparing our local environment to other 

countries (Books added to where in the world 
display) Google Earth  

 
Getting to Know Technology - (I-Learn2 -Types of 
Technology / Parts of a computer & how to use 

things to support learning -ipads etc) 
Participation in Culture Week  

Properties of Materials – the 3 little pigs houses 

 

Using a Map to locate the 
hidden caterpillars  

Life Cycles, identification of 
minibeasts and features, 
changes, observations, 

observational drawings, 
Trip to Morden hall part to 

use a range of equipment to 
study a wider range of 

minibeasts   
Teaching Programming  

(Beebots, Wooden box, I-
learn2 and busy things 

programmes) 

 

Using a Map to show us the 
route to the library trip 
Play maps relating to 

narrative stories (pirates, 
space etc)   

Space – Scientific ideas and 
knowledge as well as 

significant people (Neil 
Armstrong and Mae 

Jemison)  
Introductory computing 

lessons in computer suite in 
small groups 



EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

PAST AND PRESENT: Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. • Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Understand 

the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
PEOPLE, CULTURE & COMMUNITIES: Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 

stories, nonfiction texts and maps. • Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps 

THE NATURAL WORLD: Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. • Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Understand some important processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Educational Programme: 
 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage 
with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial 

for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

 
 



Intended Learning  
● Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.  

● Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  

● Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

● Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses 

● Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses 

● Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody 

● Develop storylines in their pretend play 

● Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Let’s Celebrate! 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 
Mad about Minibeasts! 

Summer 2 
An Adventure Awaits… Once Upon a Time… 

Activities to 
support this  

(In addition to the 
enabling environment,  

quality of adults 
interactions and breadth 

of experiences as 
outlined in the Nursery 
Curriculum map these 
activities specifically 
related to the taught 

topics and rhythms of the 
year)     

Sharing a self-portrait 
from a famous artist 

(Picasso)   
Making our own self-

portraits   
Begin Listening Links 
with class (hearing 
different musical 

genres and discussing 
pieces heard) 

Firework pictures 
modelling chalk effects 

that can be created. 
Firework pictures with 
paint modelling paint 

effects – splat, drip 
and flick)   

Learning how to join 
materials to make  

rocket models 
Firework dancing 

listening to music from 
across the world and 
watch / join in with 

dance from different 
cultures 

Making Clay Diva 
lamps at Diwali 

Making salt dough 
Christmas decorations  

Christmas Songs to 
perform at assembly 

Role play, small world and character 
development  

Model still life pictures of spring flowers 
(Daffodils – introducing different media (water 

colour paint, pastels and chalks)  
Start ‘Drawing Club’ 

Eric Carle – focus on Artist  
Printing symmetry with 
paint and folded paper 

(butterflies and ladybirds) 
Learning minibeast songs 
and rhymes to perform  

  

Creating own story props 
relating to the stories – 

acting out narratives  
(Whatever Next props)  

Learning songs to perform 
at class assembly  

 



EARLY LEARNING 
GOAL  

(Assessment Point)  

CREATING WITH MATERIALS: Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function. • Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. • Make use of props and 

materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
BEING IMMAGINATIVE & EXPRESSIVE: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. • Sing 

a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. • Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 


